FSU 1999: Summers are best

I was walking down the road, looking for somewhere to have my lunch. People passed me quickly, busy businessmen and ladies with a lot of shopping to do. I was not busy, I did not have to hurry. I just wanted something to eat.

Me and my parents were on a holiday in Dublin. Right now my parents were in a church or a museum or ….whatever something that didn’t get my attention. My parents gave me some money, so that I could get something to eat instead. Actually it was a lot of money and if I just saved them and went on McDonalds instead , I could buy the jeans, I saw yesterday. “Yes! That was a good idea”. When I was walking through the doorway into McDonalds a young man approached me and asked me, if I could do without a bit of money. He was hungry and didn’t have any money for food. I got a bit angry , because I really wanted those jeans, but in the same time I couldn’t say no to him, so I gave him a hamburger – it was the cheapest. Of course he was happy anyway and without begging him to, he started telling about him self. His name was Spider and his real home was in the Wales, over sea. He ran away from home three months ago. I actually don’t know why he did it. He told me that he had some great parents and a nice home, I just think he is a real explorer. Maybe he needed excitement in his everyday life.

We found a table in the restaurant and sat down on the belonging chairs. 

This time, away from home, was the third time in his life. The first time Spider ran away, he was away for only three days and not out of Wales. The second time Spider ran away, he had decided to go away for a long time and the journey lasted a month. The police catched him when he was on his way over the sea. Spiders parents had went to the police immediate after his runaway. When Spider was on his way, on the boat, someone recognized him from the news in TV and called the police. This was the end of Spiders attempt to get some excitement.

When he got home, his parents gave him a lot of new stuff and made it, how the thought he dreamed about. But Spider weren’t pleased yet. His life was too boring and after five months in boredom, it was time to run away from home again. 

Before people realized, he was out of the country and in Dublin. There he stayed for a month and he got some really good friends, who also lived in the streets. When the police started searching in Dublin he went to the Northern Ireland by hitchhiking. He didn’t like the city he lived in and after a month, when the police stopped looking for him, he went back.

FSU 1999: Are you on line?

I can only say that I am a “big” newbie when it comes to computers. I like computers and what they can do to help you in any way, but I am not very good to controlling them. 

I almost every time push the wrong key on the keyboard, so I am unfortunately deleting what I just have been writing. But, luckely for me, my dad is a kind of genius with computers, so he always saves me.

I do not think that computers likes me. It sound ridiculously, but every time I touch something it goes wrong. The system fails, it can’t save documents, print out the files or something like that. When it concerns computers I think I am a jinks.

I know a guy who is totally computerfreak. He always sits at home playing computer or what it is he is doing. Fx. when we are going on a disco in Århus or just sit a couple of people at someones house, he never wants to go with us. He will rather stay at home and play his computergames.

Not that there is anything wrong with that, because I do not want to sound selfish. If he does not like us anymore, that is okay, but him and me have been best friend our hole life.

I think it is a shame that a 17 year old boy is wasting his life of a stupid computer. He ought to come out and try something. Before he learned about the computerworld he played football in AGF and was on the nationalteam for 15 year-olds.

The best thing about computers are the Internet. You can chat with people from all over the world and get any kind of information you want. 

My classmade and got a lot of information from the Internet for a project we were doing. That sawed us a lot of time.

But I also have a very, very negative experience with computers. 

I had been working on a scienceproject for about 14 days, and I put all of my informations in the computer and made it look like a rapport. 

Suddenly the computer shuts down and start deleting everything I had made. That day I was very angry!

I think that computers are one of the greatest inventions the world has ever seen, but we have to be careful, so that computers do not take over the world.
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The internet is a relatively new way of getting in contact with other people all over the world, and it´s a great place to look for informations about everything – if you know where to look. For new people on the net it looks very confusing to even start the program and that scares a lot of “newbies” away from the internet. It often happens that people refuses to even learn how to do. Specially women are scared of trying, I don’t know why. It is mainly young and businesspeople who use the internet. Most teenagers have a computer and access to the net at home, and therefore those who use it a lot. And now after the opportunity of going on the internet has been opened at schools and libraries the main population in Denmark have access to surfing. 

I do not have a computer at home, an ofcourse then no opportunity to lock on to the net. I do however have that at school but it is rare that I use that, because it is so popular and then very difficult to even get a computer. I am definitely a newbie. I have just now recently learned how to surfe the internet, but I still find it very confusing because of all the different homepages and adresses. A friend of mine has made me an e-mail adress, and I know how to read my mail, but not how to send new mail to others. I know that it is just a question of learning, but since I don’t have that possibility it is a little difficult for me to do that. We have had computertraining at school, but we did not have time for training in surfing at the net. I belive that it is a problem if teenagers don’t learn how to use it or even how to use a computer generally.

It is not only the internet that I don’t know how to use, it’s a computer I can’t figure out how works. I belive that the internet is a really great invention to get knowledge and learn. It is fast, it has almost every information about everything thinkable and you are able to communicate with people all over the world. You can work much faster and get informations that might could be able to easen your job and help you in a lot of other ways. The internet is probably the best way of getting information and help to school work, but you have to be careful that it doesn’t exterminate the libraries. It is faster to find the knowledge on the net, but if you only use the computer, we will all be a computergenerated nation, who live in shelter from sunlight and only go outside in extreme cases. The libreries has it’s charm and history and that we have to protect otherwise that culture and peace of history will die. 

But there is also a downside to the internet. The net can easily be abused by everyone. For instance the pornography has been spread over the internet. The police has investigated a lot to find the men behind all pornography and specially childrens pornography, and caught a part of these people but unfortunately not close to all. As long as there is an internet there will always be an exploitation of it. It has always been like that and will always be like that. The human have always exploitated each other when ever they could get away with it trough history, and that is not changeable. You can not make a hole population with only honest people. 

Also buisnesssecrets are being revealed for a very small amount of money on the net. The internet is a really great place, it not even the best way of getting usefull informations, but you have to be careful when sending personaldata, because they can easally be exploitated.

The society is working so fast today, that it is allmost impossible to follow it and specially if you don’t own a computer. That is the problem with today’s society. I for instance have already been sent to the old Egypt, because I don’t know how to opperate a computer. It is great that the society is so highly educated, but you have to consider that some are not able to work that way at once. You have to start education in computer at a very early age, from about first og second grade in school, because children learn to use a computer at that age. And the government should be willing to give grant to eveningclasses in learning to write and surfe on computers. If you wish for a highly educated society, you have to be willing to do something for it, and that means taking time to learn how to surf the internet.     
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I have tried to be on line several times, but I consider myself as a newbie. My mother has been linked to the internet in a couple of weeks now, so I hope that I soon can be an oldbie instead of a newbie.

The times I have used the internet, it was mostly just for fun, where I “surfed” on the net, but I have tried to do some serious looking, like trying to find some information about a subject I should write about in school.

I think that there is both good and bad sides about the internet. I think one of the best things about the internet is E-mail. With Email you can send messages and letters across the world instantly, and that is much smarter and faster than using the ordinary postal service, when it has to travel a long way. 

Another good thing about the net, is that you can download almost whatever you want from it.

It’s for instance possible to download some free, so called “MP3 files”, which is music files, which can be played on the computer and, without to much trouble, also on the stereo. That’s of course great for the users, who now can get the newest musichits free via the internet instead of buying the record in a musicshop. The problem about the MP3 files is just that the musicindustry don’t earn so much as before, so they want the downloading of the MP3 files to stop. In fact it’s illegal to down-load the MP3 files, and in Denmark a few teenagers have been caught in it, and they had to pay a lot  of money in damages. 

One of the bad things about the net, is because “the World Wide Web is a limitless resource of information”, as the little quotation says, so it can sometimes be difficult to find some useful information, because there is so much crap, it  I may say so, which other ordinary people have written and uploaded on the net. To upload is the opposite of download, so upload is when you send something on the net as other can read or download.

Another problem about the internet is that there isn’t any control of what you can upload, so you can’t trust the information you read there.

The internet is one of the most used invention of new date, and I think is has a lot of possibilities. 

I also think that there is a lot of possibilities to make it better, so it in the future will work more smoothly and faster. 

I also think that it’s just the beginning, and that we in the future will use and depend much more on the internet and its possibilities. 
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I met Michael Scott also called Spider to weeks ago in Dublin. He told me about his childhood and his dreams for the future.

Spider were borned in Dublin in 1982. He had a real good childhood. He had two baby brothers and a big sister, only one year older than him. His parents got divorced when he were 5 years old and then he lived with his mother.

Spider like to feel free, he do not wont to follow rules. The first time Spider had run away, were he away for nearly three days. At that time were Spider only 9 years old, and it were in the middel of the winter, after three days it began to snow, so he had to go home again.

The second time he had been out of nearly a month, and this time it was it in the middel of the summer. Spider was now 13 years old. After the day he got summer holiday, no one saw him for nearly a month. No one knew why he had run away from home, he wasn’t even sure why he did it himself, he just liked to feel free all the time.

When the summer holiday was over he came back as if nothing had happened. He did not tell anyone where he has been.

It is now the third time he has run away from home. He has been away from home for nearly three month now. He still don’t knew why he runs away, he only knew that he still like to feel free and he likes the excitement. 

He told me that it has been a good summer. There has been plenty of tourists to give him money and food. It has also been a warm and dry summer with not too much rain.

At last he told me, that he would like to live on the street, as long as he is able to and then he would like, a family of his own. 

