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Modern Media

Medias are not only an important part of children and youngsters upbringing, they are also an integrated part of their everyday lives. And the more medias the more it becomes a routine. Children talk on the phone, while listening to MTV and perhaps surfing on the Internet. We are a part of the Zapper-generation. 

The media's goal is to showcase their product in a way so, you will buy or agree what is being said. The media does this by flashing pictures across the screen that only take seconds to remember inside our sub-conscious. We are easily influenced by what we hear and what we see, on the radio, in magazines, on the Internet and on TV. We loose our selves in the medias, they tell us what to wear, how to look and what you need in life to reach perfection. We have to be careful not to get swept in. We need to get our own opinion and reflect upon ourselves.

In the last few years there have been a lot of research about children and violent films. If you seriously think about it, it’s not all that uncommon to turn on the news or pick up a paper and find out somebody’s face was slashed up simply because she was pretty or somebody was shot to death because of the color of their skin. Many of these senseless violent acts have been committed all over the world also in Denmark. Acts of violence are committed everyday by High school and even Elementary school children. Psychologists and Scientist have been trying to figure out what is causing these violent acts among our youths and how to stop it. Unfortunately it’s not all that easy. They have been researching television violence and how it affects our children’s behavior for many years and know that the more violence a child watches the more violent that child reacts. Children (especially boys) tend to identify with the characters, and due to this fact we as teachers need to improve children’s perception of what is real and what is not. It’s vital that they learn about fiction and reality. We can’t expect for them to know the difference. Be in mind, that this is a lead in children’s personal development. In my opinion television violence not only changes children behavior, but also changes society in general because children eventually become the adults of today. So be aware!

Society also pays a significant amount of attention to body image and physical attractiveness, sexuality, and appearance. The covers of magazines pictures of men and women, whose images can’t come closer to perfection, are displayed everywhere. These photographs are often computer-enhanced and taken in near perfect circumstances, but children have no awareness of that. Men or women, girls or boys couldn’t possibly compete with these images. Perhaps the models themselves can’t live up to the expectations. Eating disorders are not foreign illnesses, which just appear in the modeling industry, they also appear in the Danish folkeskole. The impact of these changes can be enormous to those who strive for that perfection (especially girls do). It guarantees they may never quite be able to reach those goals and almost ensures a sense of failure, shame, and guilt, which could result in vital wounding.

Who has the responsibility for what children watch? Taking our perspective to a Danish program as Rund Funk, which is transmitted at five o’clock in the afternoon. Their topics are often sex related, for instance about orgasms, threesomes, homosexuals, swingers and so on. Do children need to learn about these things? Of course we as teachers/parents need to be aware of what our children watch, but we can’t be there all the time. So why not let there be child-friendly TV in the afternoon, so we won’t have to worry about our children exploring a world they aren’t ready for. Let me please sent this plead to whomever responsible:” Let our children be CHILDREN!”

 If we take a look at computers, we know that children of today use the Internet as a way to communicate with others; they are making friends online sometimes even a boyfriend or girlfriend. It’s a new way for young people to share their interest with someone and a new way to hang out. However is this good for them?

On the one hand, time spent online is time not spent elsewhere, including participating in social activities and communicating with family and friends. On the other hand, the Internet facilitates communication with geographically distant family and friends, and makes it easier to communicate frequently with those nearby. What to tell from this is, we have to let our children explore the Internet world as an inevitable part of society; but still helping them to keep in mind the importance of being socially minded. 

Is television taking over? It’s a fact that through the last years there has been a significant increase in the number of people who regard television as their main source of world news (the public’s view.) We all intensely followed the tsunami tragedy a month ago, however as the days past medias made the tragedy into some sort of commercial game show. How much are you ready to donate? Which company will donate the most? Did the government do enough?

As media saturate our lives, it is vital that our children learn to decode messages and images, to ask critical questions about who is creating them and for what purpose. Media literacy is fundamental in helping young people to become informed citizens who can actively and successfully communicate with society and the world.

B3

It’s implied that the reality shows such as Big brother, the Robinson expedition and the Bar in this season will deal with more conflicts, more emergency crisis, more reality and more passion and we as viewers are promised that it will be all about “pure survival”. This is what entices us.

The programs construct a scenario in which a group of so called ordinary people randomly is picked out and they have to act in a structure, which creates excitement and tensions. 

The shows are all about people reflecting on emotions and on how they interact with strangers. As viewers to get the possibility of having a peephole in these private rooms, which are filled with intensity, unpredictable tension between people we can connect with, make these shows differ from other reality shows where we follow the police or doctors, and where the substance is family crisis or personal catastrophes.

In Robinson and Big Brother it’s all about “me” never you only me and myself, and this could be the cause of all the conflicts. We watch these narcissistic characters with great intense, we love when they show their true selves and get it on with each other. There is nothing like a good row, where they run the whole gamut of emotions. This sort of program offers real feelings in contrast to American soap glamour, and we know, when Mik leaves Big Brother it’s not because he was written out of the series but because something came up that he wasn’t able to handle. The viewer is thereby offered a feeling of being a part of something “not scripted”, and thereby more authentic. A place, where coincidence rules and anything can happen. 

The important thing about reality TV is not that there for instance isn’t a constructed realism, because that is a fact. The significant thing is for the programs to create an emotional realism, which transmit a sensation of reality.

Due to Big Brother not being a thoroughly scripted program gives the viewer a sense of being present even though we know it isn’t live broadcast. We follow the residents with excitement, but do we really know who they are? Are they playing roles, just for the sake of the cameras?  A formula of authenticity in Big brother seems to be:” I’m on, and I’m showing that I know that I’m on, therefore I’m myself.” But does it matter? We are satisfied as long as they play their role convincingly. 

To become a winner of the show insists on a person to expose something secret about one self. For instance when Jill told us about her rape story. She chose the right moment and won everybody’s sympathy and thereby the title of that year’s Big Brother.

At last you can ask you self, does Big Brother have anything to do with reality? On one hand no. Due to the fact that the residents of Big Brother don’t have a clue on what’s happening out in the real world. On the other hand yes. Based on the program showing us an experience of reality. Due to all the emotions we can never be curtain of what’s going to happen next. We know that the house consists of different people with different backgrounds and an explosion is waiting to happen.

